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Average SAT Scores by Parental Income and Race/Ethnicity 
Figure 3.1 Courageous Conversations About Race (Singleton/Linton)



Students Nondisadvantaged
scoring at grade 
level or above

Disadvantaged 

scoring at grade 
level or above

Asian 
American

77% 48%

White 67 41

Latino 42 26

Black 40 24

2007 California Standards Test, taken by 4.7 million students last spring 

Source: California Department of Education 



Black/white 17 points 1

Disadvantaged Achievement 
gap

Change since 
2003

Latino/white 15 points -1

Black/Asian 
American

24 points 5

Latino/Asian 
American

22 points 3

2007 California Standards Test, taken by 4.7 million students last spring 

Source: California Department of Education 



Non-

disadvantaged

Achievement 

gap

Change since 

2003

Black/white 27 points 0

Latino/white 25 points -1

Black/Asian 
American

37 points -1

Latino/Asian 
American

35 points -2

Source: California Department of Education 

2007 California Standards Test, taken by 4.7 million students last spring 
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Systemic Equity Transformation Theory of Action 
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 Our S ries…
The stories people tell 

have a way of taking care of them. 
If stories come to you, care for them. 

And learn to give them away 

where they are needed. 

Sometimes a person needs a story 
more than food to stay alive. 

That is why we put stories 

in each other’s memory. 

This is how people care for themselves. 
Barry Lopez 
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Thoughts
Answers Reflection
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Discoveries
BELIEFS



Lisa Delpit, author 

Other Peoples’ Children 
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Jack O’Connell,  
State Superintendent of  Public Instruction 

Los Angeles Times,  August 19, 2007 



 Our Belief…
Systemic Racism is  

the most devastating factor  

contributing to the diminished capacity  

of all children,  
especially American Indian, Black and Brown 

children, to achieve at the highest levels  
and contributes to the fracturing  

of the communities  

that nurture and support them. 

Pacific Educational Group, Inc. 

Fall 1995 

Revised 2006 



Systemic Racism 

Institutionalized Racism 

Internalized Racism 

Personally–Mediated Racism 

Adapted from Camara Phyllis Jones







You can not address racial achievement 
disparities without dealing with race! 



Courageous Conversations About Race:  

A Strategy for Achieving Equity in Schools 

Singleton and Linton 2006 



…utilizing the Four Agreements, Six Conditions and Compass  
in order to engage, sustain and deepen interracial dialogue  
about race, racial identity and institutional racism  
for the purposes of examining schooling 
and improving student achievement. 

Courageous Conversations About Race:  

A Strategy for Achieving Equity in Schools 

Singleton and Linton 2005 

Courageous Conversation is… 



Race in my life? 
 …how much is my life impacted by race? 

(0 – 100%) 

% 

Race is…both Positive and Negative Experiences 

Race is…included as one of  many aspects of  “Diversity” 

Race is…both People of  Color and White People 

100 





A Salute to Dr. Asa G. Hilliard 

August 22, 1933 – August 12, 2007 



Adapted by Dr. Jawanza Kunjufu

rom e work of Barbara Sizemore

Problem 



Problem: 

Persistence 



Bringing National Focus 

To Systemic Racial Disparities 

Raising Educators’ Racial Consciousness 

Developing Educators’ 

Will, Skill, Knowledge & Capacity  

to Engage in Courageous Conversation 

Assisting Educators in 

Delivering Anti-Racist 

Education 



Classroom 1995

Whole School 1998

District -Wide 2000

Regional Consortium 2003

Statewide Consortium 2005



California (9)~  ̂

Colorado 
Connecticut (12)*^ 

Illinois (2)
Indiana^

Minnesota (14)* 

Michigan
Maryland

North Carolina
Ohio (9)*  ̂

Oregon (2) 
Pennsylvania

Virginia
Washington ~
Wisconsin  ̂

Toronto, Ontario 

*Regional Program 

^ State Program 

~ Higher Education 

Pacific Educational Group  

K–12 District, Regional, State and  

Higher education partners  

California Partners: 

San Diego County School Leadership Center 12 yrs 
Oak Grove School District 10yrs 

Santa Clara County Office of Education 8 yrs 

San Mateo County Office of Education 6 yrs 
San Leandro Unified School District 4 yrs 

North Sacramento School District 3 yrs 

Sacramento City College 3 yrs 

Sacramento City Unified School District 1 yr 
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Action 
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The Summit for Courageous Conversation: Achieving Racial Equity and Excellence in Education
September 27-October 1, 2008 • New Orleans Marriott • New Orleans, Louisiana  

Summit@pacificeducationalgroup.com


