
CSBA Fast Facts  
and Figures

• This figure does not include County Offices of Education, 
State Board of Education Schools, Statewide Benefit Charters, 
State Special Schools and Non-School Locations.

• This figure includes the six districts that have common 
boards/administrations.

972 
School districts, county offices of education 
and regional occupational centers/programs

96.6%
Membership rate  
99.9%
Representing statewide K-12 public school 
enrollment  

945  K-12 public school 
districts in 2016-17

California K-12 Public Education1 

2016-17 CSBA Membership
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• This figure includes 7 that are combined county office and 
unified districts. These offices are included in the 945 total for 
school districts.

58 County Offices of 
Education

1Source: California Department of Education
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• Resulting in a net decrease 
of 56 districts

California K-12 Public School Governance2 

Types of K-12 School Districts

Elementary  525

High  76

Unified  344

Sizes of K-12 School Districts

2Source: CSBA Database

School and 
county 
governing 
board 
members

5,006

New board 
members elected 
in November 2016

625

New board 
members elected 
in November 2015

175

School and county governing board sizes

3 seats  71

5 seats  815

7 seats   104

New board 
members elected 
in November 2014

713

200  One-school 
school districts

53 School district 
reorganizations/
unifications since 1996

Small School Districts (under 2,500 ADA)  537

                          Districts under 100 ADA: 95

                Districts under 25 ADA: 27

Medium school districts (2,500-24,999 ADA)  360

Large school districts (over 25,000 ADA)  42
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Governing Board Member Demographics3  

Age

Ethnicity

  18-34 

  35-44

  45-54

  55-64

  65+

14%

23% 28%

5%
30%

White or Caucasian  66%

Hispanic or Latino 
American  19%

Asian (includes the Far 
East,Southeast Asia and the 
Indian subcontinent)  5%

Black or African 
American  4%

American Indian or 
Alaska Native  .85%

Hawaiian or Other 
Pacific Islander  .40%

 Not available  4.75%

3Source: CSBA Member Census, conducted at 2014 CSBA Annual Education Conference

43% Over two-
fifths of board 
members have post-
graduate degrees 

78% Those with 
college or higher 
degrees total more 
than three quarters 
of board members

41% The largest group of 
board members are employed 
full time 

24% The second largest 
group are retired 

Employment Status

Education


